
• Cigarette smoking is the single most preventable cause of death in 
Hawai‘i, [1] as well as in the United States, and has been called the 
nation’s “number one” public health problem. [ 2 ]

• More than 400,000 Americans [2] and 1200 people in Hawai‘i [3] die each 
year from tobacco related causes.

• S m o k e rs lose an average of 12 to 15 years of life. [4]

• Cigarette smoking causes more premature deaths each year, 
(before the age of 65), than all of the following causes of death together:  
AIDS, drug abuse, alcohol, and all unintentional injury (motor vehicle, 
drowning and falls) as well as all intentional injury (suicide and homicide). [5]

Tobacco Pre vention & Education Pro g ra m
1250 Punchbowl Stre e t , Room 217 • Honolulu, HI 96813

Phone (808) 586-4613 8/03 TPEP code: B205

FACT SHEET Health Consequences of Tobacco Use
Hawai‘i State Department of Health

Health Consequences of Tobacco UseFACT SHEET

Tobacco Pre vention & Education Pro g ra m
1250 Punchbowl Stre e t , Room 217 • Honolulu, HI 96813

Phone (808) 586-4613

Hawai‘i State Department of Health

Data Source: Behavior Risk Factor S u rveillance S u rvey: Hawai‘i State Dept. of Health

Data Source: Office of Health Status Monitoring, Hawaii State Dept. of Health



REFERENCE:

1. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2001). Investment in Tobacco Control: State Highlights - 2001. Atlanta: U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Office on 
Smoking and Health

2. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2000). Reducing Tobacco Use: A Report of the Surgeon General. Atlanta, Georgia: U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, 
Office on Smoking and Health.

3. Department of Health, Vital Records. 

4. The Center for Social Gerontology. (1999). Fact Sheet on Tobacco & Older Persons. Available: www.tcsg.org/tobacco/facts.htm [2001, 6/1/01].

5. HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report; National Safety Council Accident Sheets; Monthly Vital Statistics Report; SAMMEC; Alcohol-Related Death Index.


